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International Organization for Medical Physics 

(IOMP) [1963]

represents c. 25000 medical physicists worldwide (2017)

 86 affiliated national member organizations.

 6 Regional Organisations :

 AFOMP, ALFIM, EFOMP, FAMPO, MEFOMP, SEAFOMP) 

 Corporate Members
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• To organize international cooperation in medical physics and to promote
communication between the various branches of medical physics and
allied subjects.

• To contribute to the advancement of medical physics in all its aspects.
• To advise on the formation of national organizations of medical physics in

those countries which lack such organizations, and also the possible
formation of national committees in those countries where there is more
than one medical physics organization.

IOMP Objectives
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IOMP – International Cooperations

ICSU

IUPAP

IUPAB

IAEA

WHO

IRPA

ICRP

ICRU

ISR

ILO

BIPM
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IOMP Women Group formation
http://www.iomp.org/IOMP-W/ 
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International Conference of Medical Physics 2016
Bangkok 9-12 December 2016: 

2 women symposia: 
a) Women in medical physics: education and profession and 

b) Participation of women in medical physics scientific events. 
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IDMP 2017 
AOCMP – 2017/ AMPICON 2017

November 2017, Jaipur, India
Medical Physics: Providing a Holistic Approach 

to Women Patients and Women Staff Safety 
in Radiation Medicine
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18th Asia-Oceania Congress of Medical Physics
16th South-East Asia Congress of Medical Physics 

(AOCMP-SEACOMP 2018)
Kuala Lumpur, 11 – 14 November 2018. 
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IOMP Survey 2015
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EC Communication 1999
Communication from the Commission COM(1999) 76 Final of 

17.02.1999.
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She Figures
The only major publication presenting a
Europe-wide data collection on women
in science from tertiary education
through to the job market.

“Although the country figures generally show an
improvement over 2002, a profound gender
imbalance is still observed in a vast majority of
countries”

European Commission. She figures 

2003/2006/2009/2012 women and science statistics

and indicators. Directorate-General for Research, 
Science and Society.
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European target of 40 %

92 countries
29086 total MP 
20421 Men MP

8665 Women MP

51 out of 92 below the European target
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IOMP 2017 preliminary results
“Comments received”

• Not interested.

• Cultural reasons did not allow for the growth of women MP.

• In certain countries, it is a traditionally male dominated field.

• their family don't feel happy to send their daughters studying in
radiation field.

• Women usually show interest in Sciences more than men because
men have other options such as Military, Police and Administration.
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Leadership issues

• Only 29 % of National Medical Physics societies have a woman 
President

• 8 % of National Medical Physics societies did not have a single woman 
in the board
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Leadership issues
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% of Women in the Medical Physics Board
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http://powerpoint.sage-fox.com/
http://powerpoint.sage-fox.com/


IOMP 2017 preliminary results
“Comments received”

• There are countries in which % women MP increased in the last years.
This was due to higher percentage of women studying physics and/or
contributing growth of foreign MP women integrating in the local
national job market.

• Medical physics is certainly one of the subjects in physics that seems to
be more attractive to women than others.
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One country specifically, ACTIONS:

the % of women was fairly consistent over the past several years as there
has been no intentional strategy to increase this number.

In 2016, a Women’s Committee was established to address professional
issues faced by women in medical physics and to explore equity, diversity
and inclusivity in the national medical physics community.

Furthermore, the particular organization of MP has sponsored and
provided speakers for conferences focused on Women in Physics.

IOMP 2017 preliminary results
“Comments received”

EXCELLENT EXAMPLE!
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Platoni P et al. Participation of women medical Physicists in European 
scientific events: The European experience. Eur J Med Physics: Physica 
Medica 46 (2018) 104–108
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Eur J Med Physics: Physica Medica 46 (2018) 104–108
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UN WOMEN INITIATIVE

• Help UN Member States to implement standards by providing expertise and financial
support.

• Assists other parts of the UN system in their efforts to advance gender equality.

http://www.unwomen.org/en/about-us
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IOMP and IOMP Women Subcommittee make a lot of efforts to:

• Develop, implement and coordinate tasks and projects related to the role of females
in medical physics scientific, educational and practical aspects.

• Disseminate the experiences, good practice and learning within IOMP NMOs and
other relevant accessible areas/across the globe.

• Popularize the role of the women in medical physics and encourage female medical
physicist to advance in the profession.

• Organize international cooperation in medical physics and related specialities.

• Provide regular status/progress updates to the IOMP on all tasks and projects
related to the IOMP Female Group.

• Promote the contribution of female medical physicists at major scientific
conferences such as WC and ICMP.
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International Organization for Medical Physics 
women survey: From participation to leadership 

THANK YOU

Dr Virginia Tsapaki
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