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International Day of Medical Physics
The general public is not aware of the critical role medical physicists play in providing services in medical, educational and research institutions. To raise awareness of our profession, the International Organization for Medical Physics (IOMP) decided to celebrate annually the International Day of Medical Physics (IDMP) on November 7, an important date in the history of medical physics. On that day in 1867, Marie Curie, known for her pioneering research on radioactivity, was born in Poland.
At the end of 2012, the Education and Training Committee (ETC) undertook the responsibility to develop a strategy to promote the IDMP and support relevant activities of national member organizations. The inaugural event (IDMP 2013) was successful and the amount of attention gained was remarkable. On November 7, 2014 we celebrated the second IDMP. Our campaign was very successful and IDMP is an established event. You can find information about IDMP 2013 and IDMP 2014 activities at http://www.iomp.org/idmp/. We have started organizing IDMP 2015. The theme will be ‘Better Medical Physics = Better Cancer Care in Radiation Oncology’. 
Endorsement and sponsorship of events
ETC has sponsored and/or endorsed several scientific events worldwide. Please find below an indicative list of these events:
AAPM/IOMP/ISEP Imaging Physics Workshop
University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

13th Southeast Asian Congress on Medical Physics

Indonesian Association of Medical Physics and Biophysics (HFMBI)
Medical Physics in Quality Radiological Imaging
AAPM/IOMP/ISEP Imaging Physics Workshop
Kaunas, Lithuania

53rd National Congress of the South African Association of Physicists in Medicine and Biology

South African Association of Physicists in Medicine and Biology (SAAPMB)
International Workshop on Modern Clinical Radiotherapy

University of Indonesia, Depok, Indonesia
Physics of advanced radiotherapy techniques: the role of medical Images

Instituto de Física. Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile.

Relationship with international organizations
The ETC has cooperated with International Organizations such as IAEA and WHO to strengthen the educational and professional development of medical physics worldwide. Specifically, ETC has cooperated with these organizations to produce documents, leaflets, posters and other material and has participated and contributed to a number of meetings, including the IAEA International Conference on Radiation Protection in Medicine, Bonn, December 2012, the meeting to raise awareness for the recognition of medical physics as a profession at the IAEA headquarters in Vienna, October 29-November 2, 2012, the IAEA regional workshop to raise awareness on medical physicists roles in ensuring safety in medical imaging, Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania, November 26-28, 2014 the 4th European IRPA Congress, Geneva, June 23-27, 2014 etc.
Endorsement of publications
The ETC has reviewed and endorsed the following documents:

‘Postgraduate Medical Physics Academic Programmes’, IAEA document
"Handbook of Nuclear Medicine", IAEA document
Education provision – courses and lectures in conferences 
During the last years, the ETC offered courses in connection with conferences and represented IOMP in scientific meetings. Thus, the ETC organized 5 sessions at the International Congress of Medical Physics in Brighton, UK, 2013 on education and training in radiation protection and safety, medical physics education for undergraduate medical and physics students, continuing professional development and e-learning. The Bangladesh Medical Physics Association organized an international conference on physics in medicine and clinical neuro-electrophysiology, February 2015. The ETC supported this meeting by presenting the IOMP perspective on education and training of medical physics and presenting accreditation, certification, registration and recognition issues related to our profession. During the World Congress on Medical Physics, Toronto, June 2015 the ETC organizes sessions focused mainly on accreditation issues and medical physics curricula.
Update of the list with graduate educational programs
The ETC provides a global listing of graduate education programs in medical physics as an aid to both students and professionals in medicine. Links to web pages provides easy access for students wishing to locate study opportunities. More information can be found at http://www.iomp.org/?q=node/41. 
Teaching Resources

The ETC uploads important teaching resources on the IOMP website. The book chapter ‘Radiation Oncology Medical physics resources for working, teaching and learning has been uploaded (http://www.iomp.org/?q=content/teaching-resources) and we are planning to enrich this webpage with more material.  
Accreditation
The IOMP ETC developed a Model Curriculum for post-graduate (MSc level) courses on Medical Physics few years ago. The next stage of this activity is the initiative of international Validation and Accreditation of education and training courses in Medical Physics. The Validation and Accreditation of courses will include assessment of the curriculum; assessment of the teaching methods; assessment of the examination process and assessment of the research activities (for MSc projects). The IOMP Model Curriculum will be used for the purpose and a number of expert medical physicists will be involved in the validation process. The initial phase of the project will be guided in English and will be based on assessment of an English translation of the MSc Curriculum. This IOMP activity will allow for a small country with limited expertise to set-up a post-graduate course in Medical Physics. This will boost the profession in many developing countries. 

Future activities
The above types of activities will continue to be included in the agenda of the ETC for years to come. Moreover, the committee will set ambitious but achievable new goals. We are planning to a) set up an accreditation committee and start assessment of courses as mentioned above, b) provide online educational material, b) provide recommendations and guidelines for quality teaching and learning in medical physics, and c) promote and support continuing professional development programs of national member organizations. 

Acknowledgment
It has been a great pleasure working with every member of the committee and I would like to publicly thank them for their commitment and support. 
2

