Report from the IUPESM JOURNAL COMMITTEE for the period  2013 – 2016
The committee consists besides from the chairman,Per Ask of  Editors‐in‐Chief of Health and Technology, Luis Kun, Lodewijk Bos (passed away in 2014); from Springer Christoph Baumann; from IUPESM AC  Herbert Voigt, James Goh, Peter Smith up to 2015
The IUPESM JOURNAL COMMITTEE had is first Meeting, September 1, 1am – 3 pm, 2013 Brighton, UK. The IUPESM AC members were invited to take part in the meeting. Participants : Herbert Voigt, Monique Frize, Barry Allan, Shankar Krisnan, Christroph Baumann and Per Ask. 
Christoph presented publications statistics describing the challenges that we face. The challenges are to increase the number of contributions to the journal and that the contributions should be within the central scope of the Journal. Efforts are ongoing to have it listed in PubMed and later in ISI.
The committee discussed measures to improve the attractiveness and visibility of the Journal. We found that the Societies should make very clear of the fact and create the awareness that the Journal is OUR Journal.  IFME and IOMP and all the national societies should take strong action to create this awareness.
The committee also suggested that contact should be made with different conferences and tracks at  conferences. The idea is that in the invitation to a conference or a conference track, there should be an offer of a package where contributions (of sufficient quality) could be published in the Journal or in issues of the special topic.
Second IUPESM JOURNAL COMMITTEE Meeting, September 25, 10 am to 12 pm, 2013 Seville, SpainParticipants : Herbert Voigt,  Christroph Baumann, Lodewijk Bos and Luis Kun
The editor-in-chiefs Lodewijk Bos and Luis Kun described their work and the challenges that Health and Technology has.  Christopher Baumann briefly summarized the publishers view.  
As in the previous meeting we pointed out that the Societies should inform members that IOMP and IFMBE are the mother organizations to IUPESM and therefore have this strong tie. They should be aware of the attractiveness of the Journal as a publications channel. 
The Journal is available electronically for all IUPESSEM i.e. IOMP and IFMBE members which is a great advantage for the members. We should as we pointed out at the last meeting make sure that members really take advantage of this favor. A convenient way of doing this is by the members log in at the Societies webpages where they should have full electronic access to the Journal.  
The committee should make clear that the proposals are implemented by the Societies.
It was decided that Per Ask should contact IOMP president Dr K Y Cheung and IFMBE president Ratko Magjarević and possibly also correspond with secretary generals. This has been done by writing letters to them. 
We pointed out the attractive role that the Journal should have for various organizations, international and national, to present relevant health and technology issues.  Such organizations are European Union, NIH, EUCOMED etc. and various other governmental and business organizations.  
After these two meetings the committees work have until now mainly been performed via email and telephone. Christoph Baumann and Per Ask have met and discussed relevant issues two times at BME conferences the latest at the NBC meeting in Gothenburg in October 2014. The issues discussed at these meetings have been on the implementation of the issues discussed above and on the problems described below.
July 31, 2014 the editor-in-chief Lodewijk Bos passed away which was very sad and also created a problem for the Journal. Christoph Bauman and I  have discussed the stronger role Luis Kun has to play and are glad to notices that he is willing to take that role. The search for a new deputy editor-in-chief is on hold since the judgment is that it is presently not necessary. 
A bad news was that we got a decision in the end of Februray 2015 from PubMed that Health and Technology could not be included in there data base. A reason was that the Journal´s importance outside a research community is still not high enough. 
Early this year we got the information that Health and Technology will not be indexed  in the Science Citation Index but in Emerging Source Citation Index. 
The fact that Health and Technology is not accepted for indexation in these data bases points on the fact that we have work on improving the impact of the Journal.
Christoph Bauman, Luis Kun and myself have had frequent email conversation last months to discuss this and other challenges. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I have also this winter had Skype meeting with IUPESSEM secretary general Howell Round concerning the Journal 
A new IUPESM JOURNAL COMMITTEE will be held March 31, 2016, at the Medicon Cypress Conference. 
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Chairman of IUPESM journal committee





