International Union for Physical and Engineering Sciences in Medicine
Minutes of the Congress Coordinating Committee
Held at ICMP in Bangkok, Thailand
11th December 2016, 2-4pm


Present:		Prof Kin Yin Cheung	
			Prof Herbert Voigt
			Dr Howell Round
			Prof James Goh
Prof Kang-Ping Lin
Dr Eva Bezak - rep Prof Monique Frize
Prof Madan Rehani
			Prof Slavik Tabakov
			Prof Ratko Magjarevic - via telephone
			
In Attendance:	Sally Hawking


IUPESM President, Prof KY Cheung welcomed everyone to the meeting.


1. WC2018 Contract
Original copies of the contract for WC2018 in Prague were signed by the IUPESM, IOMP and IFMBE Presidents – KY Cheung, Slavik Tabakov and James Goh respectively; the contract was previously signed by representatives of COC, CAMP and SBMEMI.
2. COC Report on WC2018
See Document 7c in the Appendices for full report.
Herb noted there had been an issue with the database for WC2015 and that the Academic Institutions were missing from the contact list – it is not known if this has been corrected and this needs to be checked.  Toronto organisers targeted the clinical engineers but missed the biomedical engineers; KP offered to work with the Prague organisers to ensure consistency of content.
	Item 1.3: Promotional work is due to start very soon, materials were expected for ICMP2016 but nothing arrived.  Herb commented that many North American events were missing from the target list and that a comprehensive list of 2017 events needs to be compiled so that promotional materials can be sent.
	Item 1.5: Clinical Engineering, Nuclear Medicine & Molecular Imaging and Global Health & Development to be added to the main topics list.
	Item 1.6:  Only two Keynote speakers have been planned and the CCC consider this number too low; the final list also needs to ensure a gender balance of speakers.   Herb put forward the name of Dr Maurice Ferre (CEO of INSIGHTEC) as a potential plenary speaker to encourage industry involvement.
	Item 1.7: Slavik proposed that the two Science Committee Chairs of IOMP and IFMBE should also be Co-Chairs of the WC Science Programme Committee.  This was agreed. 
	Item 1.10: All endorsed conferences are requested to run a WC promotional banner on their websites; local organisers will be asked to contact IOMP and IFMBE to arrange this.  It was noted there is an issue with the congress website as the domain ‘WC2018.org’ has been taken and so ‘IUPESM2018.org’ has been used.
	Item 1.11: Registration fees have not yet been decided.
	Item 1.17: Names of all IOMP and IFMBE Committees and members will be sent to the COC for collaboration. James will put forward the name of an IFMBE Publicity Committee member to work with the existing Promotion Officer.
A channel for publishing the abstracts needs to be sought as Springer will only publish full papers.  Slavik had previously offered to publish abstracts in MPI which benefits from being open-access although costs will be incurred.  The abstracts should be linked to a web/app based programme; the Science and Publications Committees will work together to achieve this. A process for late submissions also needs to be considered.  Herb suggested using the ‘Easychair’ system which Ratko is familiar with and which will dove-tail well with Springer.  James will nominate a contact to work on handling abstracts (possibly Ratko or Chair of IFMBE Publications Cmte).

3. Current Status of WC2018 Preparation
This has already been discussed under item 2 of the agenda.
4. WC2021 Contract
Aim to sign the WC2021 contract in Prague.  There are some issues with the current contract which need working on and suggestions are invited so that the WC2021 contract can be prepared with appropriate improvements and updates.
The contract will need to be signed by the new COC Chair at that time (ie. James Goh).
5. Call for Proposals for WC2024
The process will begin mid-2017 so that a selection can be made in Prague.  The deadline for responses to be March 2018 so that enough time is allowed for the local MP and BE societies to discuss and agree a joint approach before submitting an application and also for the subsequent revision of any proposals if necessary.   Qualifying bids will be invited to deliver a presentation at WC2018 and the successful host chosen by vote.

Sponsorship is usually a key issue for hosts; IOMP and IFMBE are asked to quantify how much sponsorship is required so that this can be built into the proposal.  Madan suggested looking at historical figures (where available) to provide a guideline.
The ‘Criteria for Selection’, as published on the IUPESM website, was reviewed and the following changes will be made (by Howell):
i. Re. free registration to award winners - replace section 16 of the criteria with section 10 of the contract (with slight modifications as appropriate)
ii. [bookmark: _GoBack]Re. reduced registration fees to Honorary Life Members, retirees, developing country delegates and student members - replace section 23 of the criteria with section 11 of the contract


Other Business

The Congress organisers in Prague should have access to a comprehensive database of departments to contact.  Sight of the existing list is requested so that IOMP and IFMBE can review and develop the list. 




The meeting closed at 15:40
Minutes taken by S Hawking

