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IUPESM Journal Committee Report, November 2016

The committee had a meeting pm Wednesday 31 March, 2016, in conjunction with the Medicon Conference, Paphos, Cyprus. Attending persons were : Per Ask (Chair), Luis Kun, Slavik Tabakov, Howell Round, Herbert Voigt, Ratko Magjarevic, Christoph Baumann and KinYin Cheung. 

The chairman described the possibilities that the Societies IFMBE and IOMP have with Health and Technology (HaT) but mentioned that we have challenges to reach out to IOMP and IFMBE to get members to read and site the journal and to use it for publishing. We have to get them to realize that it is our IUPESM journal. He also mentioned  that in the past year has we to cope with the fact that Lodewijk Bos passed away and that now Luis Kun has become the only Editor-in-Chief. He also described the problems with missing indexing in major Abstracing and Indexing services (Thomson Reuters, MedLine).

Christoph Baumann, Springer presented statistics about the journal on submissions, rejections, accepted/published articles, published issues, numbers of readers citations etc. and how is regionally distributed  and distributed in time regionally distributed. He mentioned that HaT has been  rejected by Pubmed and by SCIE but that it is indexed in 
Scopus and in Thomson Reuters Emerging Scource Index

Luis Kun talked about his work and his view on the journal. He mentioned that he did not have access to ”Meet the editor” forum at all conferences.  

Slavik Tabakov said that IOMP members should better feel that HaT is a relevant journal for them.  We discussed how to improve the relevance of HaT for IOMP members.

We discussed how to improve the attractiveness of HaT in general. Letter shall be sent to IOMP and IFMBE presidents and secretary generals describing the advantages that members have with HaT and make sure that the information is distributed down to the national societies. This has now been done. 

HaT has started to have special issues for selected topics. We believe that this and found that this is an attractive way to go.

The role of the editorial board was discussed. We suggested that HaT should have an active editorial board rather than the currently relatively inactive one. With active board members represented sub areas that HaT should cover this would be an attractive way of bringing new article to the journal. The editorial board is recommended to meet regularly and a new appointed board should have an initial strategic meeting which should result in a strategic plan. 

After the meeting Christoph Baumann and myself have several times communicated on email and Skype discussing the challenges/problems that the Journal  face. 
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